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MUST BOOK 
January 3 


Bridge, Ann Macmillan 
THE DARK MOMENT aC 

January Literary Guild selection. Report repeated from p. 449 of the 8/15 
Bulletin as follows: "*A unique setting-Turkey at the dividing line between the old 
and the new- lends a particularly compelling charm to this story of the friendship be- 
tween a high-born, gently reared Turkish girl, Feride, and the niece of an English 
scholar and philosopher, Fanny, who seemed- even in her early teens- very daring and 
advanced. Feride holds center stage through most of the story, as one follows her 
marriage to Orhan, who becomes Mustafa Kemal's ADC and staunch adherent. When the 
Empire falls to the Allies in the First World War, it is Mustafa Kemal who saved the 
country and brought it through to independence. It is one of the dramatic stories of , 
modern nationalism on the march, and the human drama, as Feride- through her husband- °° 
becomes one of the vanguard of modern Turkish womanhood, makes absorbing reading. |). 
There's color in the rich tapestry of Turkish custom and thought; there are vivid “4 
scenes and live characters. With the war's end, Fanny comes into the picture again, ~° 
seeking to prove how strong and real is the pull of the old love for Turkey and her 
friends. Her emotional entanglement with the Ghazi, while not wholly convincing, 
makes high climax and the story ends on a note of sacrifice for the new Turkey..... 
Closer to her Illyrian Spring than anything else she has done, though her women, 
from the wonderful grandmother down to Feride and Fanny, reflect a matured develop- 
ment." 


A Selective Perspective 


A new year coming in, but of the titles reported below, few have wide popular possi- 
bilities. Ernest Haycox's THE EARTHBREAKERS offers a swarthy saga of pioneer times 
for a masculine market; Frederick Buechner'’s THE SEASON'S DIFFERENCE may again have 
a success d'estime among avant-gardists; Babette Rosmond'’s LUCY, OR THE DELAWARE 


DIALOGUES is a fashionable frivolity for worldlier women. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
December 1 


Frison-Roche, Roger Prentice-Hall 
THE GRAND CREVASSE | $3.00 


The season's second (ne Green Bottle by Elizabeth Coxhead- Lippincott) novel 
which combines the solitary elation of mountain climbing with a young romance. This 
time it's Brigitte, from a protected, sophisticated background, who falls in love with 
Zian Mappaz, a Swiss peasant guide who takes her on her first climbs. Sustained by his 
will, but still susceptible to fear and overpowering fatigue and the terror of limit- 
less space and solitude, Brigitte accredits herself as a novice, makes the ascent of 
Mont Blanc with him. In their marriage which is to follow, both experience the dis- 
sonance of their backgrounds; Brigitte draws the i111 feeling of his peasant people 
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while Zian, to please her, sells his old farmhouse, acquires a chalet in which he is al- 
ways ill at ease. And as the season opens once again, and Zlan goes out as a guide, 
Brigitte cannot face the separation, returns to her family, and then recognizes that 


her love for him is paramount when he dies on a crevasse... The cold grandeur of this @ 
country lends a special caste to a story which should appeal to the audience of his novel, 
t on a Robe (1950). 
December 27 
Doubleday 


Feikema, Feike 
THE GIANT $34 /$3 95 


The concluding volume in the trilogy, World's Wanderer, this takes Thurs Wrald- 
yn out of the circumscribing confines of the Big City to his journey's end in Siouxland 
nere he settles down to recover from a nervous lapse. A stop at Zion nets a glimpse of 
lero, whom he had loved, but she is now married and out of reach. But Thurs finds her 
sunterpart, Eva, in the library of the Twin Cities and decides that he has found his 
rue mate at last. Their marriage is only marred by Eva's refusal to give up her job, 

to succumb completely to the "nesting instinct” of a true woman. Thurs, who still longs 
or a child, learns to control his behemoth vitality; he is attracted to his associate's 
rife, while Eva, for a time, quickens to a more mercurial male; but at the close Eva 
ecomes pregnant and Thurs finds peace, although he does not live to see his twin heirs 
. Again a close-up of the giant primitive in all his "stallion strength", this is 
neontrolled by taste and is uncomfortably uncouth as a primer of sexual impulse and 


xperience. Serve with saltpeter. 


January 3 


Kaufman, Lenard Doubleday © 
DIMINISHING RETURN $3.00 


A portrait of an artist which uses a flat to sere medium to tell the story of 

llard Crowley, dedicated and undeviating in his desire to write. On the publication 
bf his fifth novel which is no more likely to sell than its predecessors, Dillard is 
seen as he faces the cold contempt of his wife, Claire- "You've got a sickness called 
rt"; a bland brush-off by his publisher; the more practical pep-talk from a brother- 
n-law who offers him a job in industry. On the other hand, there's Kate- a painter 

nd in love with a young homosexual) who reassures him; Bernie, a satellite, who wants 
o imitate him; and Mr. Groseclose, an elderly actor- who had refused to compromise for 
survival or success. And the curtain falls on Dillard's worn acceptance of his wife's 
itimatum that he must give up writing, or his family, only to suggest that he can ; 
ever do so... The lonely world of the artist, the integrity which brings its inner 
eward but ro recognizable returns, this is reflected with a harsh truth which does 
ot elicit- where it should- compassion. (Last year's Jubel’s Children had a more 
robable, popular appeal.) 


Smith, H. Allen Doubleday 
MISTER ZIP $2.75 


Clifford Humphrey, who had sex appeal but who found s-x not in his bluebook, 
volves into Zip Le Baron, the Mr. Zip beloved of all moompix dung-kicker followers. 
mat his beliefs do.not fit into the cinema. pattern. finally hits him, and with a huff 
nd a puff, he leaves - for where - the Great Open Spaces - and by gravy, he finds them. } 
jus a trained horse, a siren, some doublecrossing, and eventually a community too scare- — 
nts to kick out its varmints. Mr. Zip, certain and doubledyed in hig role, single- @ 
anded and in the best openspaces tradition, takes. over and. in his simple sincerity wipes 
it the malefactors and wins his gal. Spoof on spoof of celluloids..and stargazers, this 
: a large and heavy handed going over - with its moments of fun well signposted. So I 


e you. 
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January 5 PP: bu dsl: 


MacColl, Rene Little, Brown (A.M.P.) 
ASSIGNMENT STUFFED SHIRT $3.00 











A war time Fruit and Vegetables Processing Mission sent from England to the 
United States harbors strange companions: a sober, dedicated Professor, a jolly tycoon, 
a Dame whose sociological bent brooks no interference, Miss Breast, a lady-like novel- 
ist, and Cleft, who is having his first fling in public relations. That the mission 
gets off on the wrong foot, that it wins friends involuntarily, that its cross country 
trip ranges from notoriety to melodrama, is part of a good natured spoof of both the 
guests and the hosts. And it is in California, where Miss Breast's new fame and 
Cleft's new flame reach a climax, that spies, psychiatrists, and the military - and 
the mission - finally untangle. Brightly British, this adds up to a tart bit of fluff. 












Douglas, Marjory Stoneman Rinehart | 
ROAD TO THE SUN $3.50 : 





The power and danger of unshakable conscience causes the marriage of Jason 
and Ellen to collapse. Jason, who gave up engineering to become a farmer, who took 
Ellen from her confined New England life to the open, new patterns of Florida and who 
believed in new theories of flood control, canals and dikes, was the cause of a neigh- 
bor's death when his long, hard work was destroyed. His trial and retrials for murder 
over the years transformed Ellen into a shrewd, hard businesswoman riding the book in 
real estate so that when freedom came their marriage could not be rebuilt. Jason es- 
caped to the solitude of the 'Glades, found his peace and his answer in helping another 
man in a crisis so that he could at last return to Ellen and die in her arms. The bonds 
of fears and enmities dissolved against an intimately revealed Florida landscape make 

a thoughtful, temperate story. 















Suckow, Ruth Rinehart 
SOME OTHERS AND MYSELF $3.00 











Seven stories of old folks she knew as a child, and an autobiographical memoir 
by Ruth Suckow who writes of the Willa Cather country with a little of her quality. 
Gentle, old ladies, backwashed from the main stream of life in the somnolent little 
towns that dot the Iowa prairie are Miss Suckow's theme- and she does well by then. 
There are three deaf old ladies and how the affliction has altered their separate lives; 
an old woman whose daughter: was popularly thought to have died of love; a young couple- 
on a motoring trip who stumble on a small community frozen into the mold of the '90's 
and who learn its story from the widow of an old judge; etc. etc. The memoir concerns 
her childhood as a minister's daughter, a happy one which left no stigma... These short 
stories reflect a segment of American life with sedate integrity and quiet nostalgia. 


January 4 


Haycox, Ernest Little, Brown 
THE EARTHBREAKERS , $3.50 


Report repeated from p. 360 of the 7/15 Bulletin as follows: “There may be 
too much outspoken sex in this for Haycox' wide audience, but those who admire his cap- 
able handling of personality conflicts against a noteworthy period, regional and histor- 
ical background, may not cavil at his realism in male and female relations. From the 
last hardships of the trail to Oregon, his handful of pioneers make their way to their 
goal and their lives and interlocking interests make up the story. Burnett, torn be- 
tween Edna and Kathy, Lockyear, untamable and bringing disaster by his uncontrolled 
passions, Dr. Whitcomb who is able to turn an affaire into a happy marriage, Lot White 
whose religion is too small for the larger needs of his neighbors, Old Daniel, grasping 
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even to his son's sons, Millard and his wife at odds and yet at one- all these, and more, 

are each separate and still united for the good of the community. Through their combined 
efforts the roof poles are raised, the houses built, the lands plowed, threats of Indian @ 
attack repulsed, even U.S. government agents are refused aid, and individual crises are 

met for the communal good. It is Lockyear's turbulent passion, turned to murder, which 

makes Burnett his nemesis and which resolves Burnett's choice of women. An earthy pin- 
pointing of the grim venture of existence, the hazards of a small, divergent group against 

the hard won land, give this guts and virility- perhaps not for the conservative." 


January T~ ce 
Sh ery ee 
Macmahon, Bryan d , Dutton 
CHILDREN OF THE RAINBOW $3.95 


A sometimes beautifully written, running tale of life in the village of Cloone, 
in the Ireland of 1925- told by a young boy of twenty. There is no plot, save the con- 
tinuous thread of the growing love between Ches MacNamara, the narrator, and a girl named 
Madcap O'Neill, but the same characters are carried throughout the book. Ches is some- 
times agonizingly, sometimes joyously in that limbo between childhood and maturity, and 
the writing is full of his insights to those around him and into the individual he is to 
become. His personality, like that of most of the villagers, is a mixture of puckishness, 
bravado, pride, loneliness, and a quick flashing wisdom. What drama there is in the book 
(though it is almost completely without dramatic effect) comes from the clash and inter- 
play of personalities. Teasing, searching dialogue, a county fair, pre-dawn salmon poach- 
ing, a dance, these are the incidents on which the book is strung and their significance 
derives from the purely personal factor. Ches deeply loves his village and its people 
and though he is sometimes self-conscious and sentimental about it, he communicates much 
of this feeling. The book is somewhat reminiscent of flow Green Was My Valley, but its r ) 
appeal will probably not be as wide for the story lacks the cohesive focus of that book. 





—— 


fr . 


J) avVULOrna, e 
Bae Knopf 
THE SEASON'S DIFFERENCE $3.50 





Buechner, Frederick 


Frederick Buechner whose first novel- 4 Long Day’s Dying- received such critical 
attention, has written a second’ book which is Jamesian, rarefied, baroque and occasionally 
gothic. It is highly systemized, always skillful, though at times self-conscious. For 
the most part Buechner's writing is on a very high, pristine level; its style lends it- 
self to the religious strain of this present novel. Its structure is one summer in a 
beautiful house in the lives of a wealthy coterie of adults and children. One of the 
adults, a rather dull, bland man named Peter Cowley claims to have seen a vision in a 
field; this incident is the crux of the novel; everything else falls around it into 
place like the folds of a monk's robe. Some of the scenes are ugliness, loneliness, 
beauty, decadence, lack of communication, the interchangeability of the adult-child world. 
There is occasionally, particularly in the person of Mr. Lavender- the quite mad friend 
of Peter Cowley- a Lewis Carroll logistic twist. There is also the symbol of the fish, 
which brings to the mind Paul Klee'‘'s painting in which the fish represents a kind of 
mysticism. In this quite misty world of adults who don't face reality as a rule (Sam, 
the owner of the house, is always falling asleep), it is the children who recognize 
the harshness. Buechner has described fully the wealthy, charming, material life which, 
when scrutinized closely, reveals its insecure pattern. His first novel, special as it 
was, reached an audience of 15,000 which this may parallel. 
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® Newby, P. H. Knopf 
A SEASON IN ENGLAND | $3.00 - 


With England and a neurotic family as his tools and Egypt in the mental back- 
ground, P. H. Newby has written the story of a recently dead university professor's 
mysterious revolt against the authority and affection of his parents. At the university 
in Cairo, Guy Nash was a well liked man. On a brief sojurn in Greece he married Renee, 
handsome, rather tempestuous, and a woman with a mind of her own- but after his death 
and in spite of the fact that he kept the marriage a secret from his parents, his friend 
Tom Passmore returns to England to search out Mr. and Mrs. Nash on a mission of dis- 
covery and of some relief for Renee whom he now loves. It is through Passmore that 
most of the story is delivered. There is the background of Egypt and Greece, though 
the novel actually describes only Tom's three months' visit to England. Already ac- 
claimed for three other U. S. published novels, this English writer's handling of the 
important problems of love, convention and the human bonds and obligations thereby 
fostered, is direct, refreshing, suspenseful. His prose style is clear, thoughtful 
and in some passages achieves a sense of organic unity with the whole work. Another 
in the tradition of modern British novels, 4 Season in England, though not as deep as 
some, is interesting, meritorious reading. 


Marshall, Marguerite Mooers Macrae-Smith 
ONE MAN LOVED $2 .50 


Joan's precipitous flight from Stan, whom she was to marry, leads her to take 
a job as secretary to Ricky, a writer, and his sister, Midge, aboard a boat where Ricky 
is completing a manuscript on the waterways. Not sure of her sealegs, or of Ricky who 
is an abrupt young man, Joan still stays with the job after Midge comes down with t.b., 
forgets her disappointment in Stan and over the knowledge that she cannot have a child, 
and eventually is rewarded by Ricky's love and the readymade family that he offers 
her.... Sweet~- and pretty simple too. 





January 8 


Stead, Christina Little, Brown 
THE PEOPLE WITH THE DOGS $3.75 


An acrid, often amusing, occasionally tiresome probing of a rather squashy 
segment of New York City's population and also an examination of the problem of non- 
conformity in contemporary society- a novel sounding some telling notes which unfor- 
tunately evaporate into the thin upper air of attenuated symbolism. Amiable Edward 
Massine, thirtyish, member of a dim, brittle family group, whose coordinating focal 
points seem to be weddings and preserving life in aged and decrepit dogs, cushions 
himself against the twentieth century by languidly vegetating in one of his two New 
York houses and renting rooms therein. Eluding in an unhurried, amorphous fashion the 
martial call of steady work and marriage, Edward pursues his restlessness all around 
the town and to the family farm in the country. Absorbed in the pain and vague plea- 
sures of his family and a motley crew of Fifth Avenue and flophouse friends, Edward 
drifts until his girl, Margot, tired of waiting for Edward, marries another man. ~° 
Left without a woman, Edward searches until the lack is supplied and marries actress 
Lydia, exchanging his foggy solitude for a new, big dream. The author has drawn the 
twentieth century pressures so tightly around her hero's neck that Edward's plain- 
tive squeaks of irritation have an acute validity, although the eleventh hour hysteria 
of the characters' speech gives the book an airless unreality. 























January 9 


Griffith, Maxwell Lippincott @ 
PORT OF CALL $3.50 


A Cuban weekend in the lives of a carrier crew in that period between the last 
ar and the present conflict when the navy was pretty much reduced to the dull idleness 
f training cruises. The first day finds the fetio Bay, better known to its crews as the 
‘Bloody Beet", inching into shore waters, her captain worried about possible mud banks 
and court martials, her crew restive and resentful. The second day features a night at 
. liberty town in the Cuban hills where every woman from a high born senorita on her 
alcony to the crib girls in the back alleys is infected by the influx of masculinity on 
he loose, and there is a wild climax in which a sailor precipitates a riot. The third 
lay brings on a trigger-tempered hangover for all concerned- at the close of which a 

pilot is killed in a landing accident on the flight deck... A first novel which casts 
1 cold eye on the life of the uniformed, reflects this world with authenticity, but lacks 
. central, cementing character to carry the story along. 


Huston, McCready Lippincott 
THE PRODIGAL BROTHER $3.00 


Philadelphia and the Main Line, well bred and well behaved, as it reacts to the 

‘eturn of Roger Kinlock, whose business career had been unsettled and whose marriage to 
Bara had ended in divorce. Lawrence, his brother, stable to stuffy for all his Cadillac- 

‘ommunity Chest liberalism, offers him a job; Sara, more girligsh than her status, makes 
finishing school overtures towards a reconcilation and is rebuffed; and Leora, whose hus- 
band Keith, a do-gooder, is leaving her after he makes Trudi, a refugee, part of his one 
rorld program, attracts Roger against her will, convinces him that she will never marry 
ain. It is Roger who acts as a catalyst in the situation between these three- and © 
Trudi yields her position so that Keith will return to Leora, which he does- while Roger 
is content to go on alone.... A novel which consists of personal convictions and deci- 
‘lions, verbalized rather than dramatized, for a quiet to conservative audience. 


January 14 


Coleman, Lonnie Dutton 
CLARA $3.00 


The deep south, Alabama, and once again no more magnolias, for a desolate story 
of two women and the bitter bond between them. For Lillian, when she marries Carl, faces 
the “biggety" hostility of his Negro servant Clara, but acknowledges the quality of her 
service. Quickly disillusioned by Carl's drinking and disgusted by his sexuality, Lillian 
1as little compensation as her marriage proves childless while Clara gives birth to Pete, 
whose paternity she does not question. But when several years later she realizes that 
the child is also Carl's, she gets rid of Clara- only to ask her back because of Carl's 
jependence on her. Appropriating, and mothering Randall, her nephew- Lillian finds a 
release, but with Carl's death, and then Randall's, she is left alone with Clara- for the 
‘irst time on common ground... A narrative, in southern slow time, of barren days and 
vears in which time wears away pride and resentment and contempt. 


- 


January ?7 


Auchincloss, Louis Houghton, Mifflin , 
SYBIL $2.75 3 @ 


A second novel which directs a very level look at the groundswells of a marriage 
nd which in its detached scrutiny provides a portrait which is careful rather than con- 
erned. Centered here is Sybil, defensively indifferent, self-conscious and critical as j 
he wars against her family- and social pressures, until she meets and falls in love with 
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Philip, a rather obvious young man of great eligibility. Philip, appreciative of the 
steadfast affection she offers him, marries her, is off to war, and on his return re- 
treats from her submissive devotion in an occasional affair, until it narrows down to 
Julie who is determined to marry him. The breakup of their marriage leads to a tor- 
tured summer for Sybil, an aggressive attempt at an affair, until finally she compromises 
with herself and allows Philip, momentarily chastened, to come back....An intelligent 
rather than intense perspective of private lives, acerb in its social commentary as 

well. | 
January 277 













Foley, Martha- £d Houghton, Mifflin 


BEST OF THE BEST | AB-T5 








From the Martha Foley annual collections, some twenty-five stories which make 
@ perennial bid for posterity and which represent the contemporary short story field 

at its highest level of achievement. There's a lot of serious- to somber- writing here; 
Sherwood Anderson; Erskine Caldwell; Pietro di Donato's Christ in Concrete: Faulkner 
and Albert Maltz and Irwin Shaw; there's Ernest Hemingway's “y Old Man and Ring Lard- 
ner's Haircut; there's an ingratiating Judge Priest story by Irvin S. Cobb and John 
Cheever's frightening fancy The Enormous Radio; Kay Boyle, Dorothy Canfield, Jean 
Stafford and Eudora Welty make up a small minority of women, while Nelson Algren, 

Walter van Tilburg Clark, Paul Horgan, J. F. Powers, Wilbur Daniel Steele, Wallace 
Stegner, Jesse Stuart, Peter Taylor and James Thurber complete the cavalcade. A de- 
finitive item, for a definite audience. | 

























Ware, Harlan | Random House 
COME, FILL THE CUP |// $3.00 -— 
e The hard, high pitch of a Chicago newspaper as a backdrop for the laconic 


confessional of Lew Marsh, city editor, who had learned- the hard way- that the only 
drink you don't take is the first one. Known for his helping hand to drunks, Lew is 
hired- by his publisher- to wet (or rather dry) nurse Boyd Copeland, married to Paula 
whom Lew had once loved and with whom he falls in love all over again. Boyd, a mother- 
smothered musician with more than one unfinished symphony and a momentary attachment 

to a gangster's girl, sobers up after another man is killed (by the gangster) in his 
stead, wins his fight against the bottle and wins back Paula, while Lew, losing his 
girl, turns in his big beat to the paper as he cleans up the city's case against a 
murderer-racketeer.... A drama of whiskey-soured experience and regeneration, handled 
with assurance rather than distinction. 


Ardrey, Robert Random House 
THE BROTHERHOOD OF FEAR ) $3.00 “ 


From an undefined place and with unlabelled characters, this anatomy of the 
bones and flesh of fear takes off on a multiple hunt - two members of a totalitarian 
state escaping the confines of their political barriers and each finding their own 
boundaries. Konnr, of the secret security police, to uphold his reputation, is com- 
mitted to locate his prey, Bryo, escaped from prison and lucky and unimpeded in his 
movements. Konnr is himself pursued by the threat of higher authority, never fully 
disclosed, but captures his man in a raging storm only to lose him after their ship 
is wrecked. That they come ashore, separately, on an isolated island, where the hand 
of distrust and suspicion has not chilled, makes for a parallel of action for each - 
Konnr to take over the inhabitants with his weapons of contempt and humiliation, an 
insistence on disciplined fear and the exercise of authority; Bryo to win only one, 
the girl Dolora, to his side and, through her, the sympathy of the other 17 inhabitants; 
and each to reach their individual fates - Konnr to a maddened death and Bryo to re- 
turn to his country to enact the rebellion he has lived but never known. The defeat 
of the new, middling product of the caste system, a being who is unable to admit the 
possibility of human, individual emotions and goals, points up current conflicts in 
an intellectual fugitive and follower chase whose message envelops its adventure. 
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Simon & Schuster @ 


Rosmond, Babette 
LUCY OR THE DELAWARE DIALOGUES $2.95 

* A cocktail and canape counterpoint of interchanges which take place between 
Lucy and Patty Delaware and their husbands, Gene and George, brothers, as temperamental 
differences provoke intermittent irritations in their parallel lives of households, hus- 
bands, children, and a benevolently despotic mother-in-law. For Lucy, whose charm is 
casual and blithe, chafes the more determined Patty who broods over George's past and 
possible feminine interests, while- enlightened by Spockian theory- she broodhens over 
her youngsters. And it is Lucy who starts a luncheon flirtation with Patty's ex-husband 
Quent, goes on to enjoy an "emotional sabbatical" in an anonymous apartment, confides 
her misspent moments to Patty who betrays her in an outburst of bad-tempered exaspera- 
tion .. A tattletale of a not too innocent indiscretion which sustains a piquant course 
against a well-kept Westchester background, this has its moments of entertaining soph- 
istication, though it lacks the natural charm of The Dewy, Dewy Eyes 


Four Johnny Come Latelys 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Huie, William Bradford 

THE REVOLT OF MAMIE STOVER $3.00 
"A-whoring we will go" - or NO? A thin fictional covering here does not dis- 

suise a sociological treatise on the position of prostitutes in today's civilization, 

for Mamie Stover's career is a transparency for the pattern of social taboos which are 

ostrich-wise in their non-recognition of an established veniality. Mamie, brushed off, 

and brushed out of Hollywood, a contest winner who didn't play it quite right, decides 

to become a commercial whore in Honolulu and makes a success, by her standards, of her © 

decision. Outwardly adhering to the restrictions on her trade, but breaking them as 

much as possible, she latches on to real estate, and with the war, earns her E, devises 

. belt production line, is forced to pay income tax and works in a war bond drive. 

With her next step, she establishes a home in the right neighborhood, marries the proper 

rar hero and - although she is never accepted socially or admitted to respectability - 

.s content with the attainment of a self-imposed goal. Local color reversed to black 

ind white on the Anglo-Honolulu system, functioning from 1939 on, this blue print to 

ack street harlotry is rather to be regarded as clinical research than literature. 


Probably a burn for public libraries. (11/16) 


Farrar, Straus & Young 


Cobey, Herbert 
THE BLONDE CORINTHIAN $2.50 
A charming and fanciful tale of the universal quest for truth in which Phides, 

young philosopher, sets out from his hillside learning spot in ancient Greece with an 
elderly philosopher to divine how he can best serve mankind. In Corinth, after meeting 
a beautiful blonde whose guardian says that he must go out and find gold before he can 
win her, he meets and sets forth with a foolish sailor to search for the sailor's father 
Apollo. Together, the two voyage for many years and to many countries, undergoing in- 
volvement in political battles, tyrannies, imprisonment, and the stupidity of conven- 

ions. Finally when confronted with the possibility of restoring sight to the blind god 
of wealth, Phides is told by poverty that it is she who keeps men at work and from self- 
iestruction and who is ever triumphant as long as man distrusts his fellows. The blonde 
Sorinthian is of course now old and disillusioned... Often mixing fact with fancy, 
Sobey's naivete of style.and the depth of subject work at advantageous cross-purposes @ 
to present these "plain home questions" with.humor. Satiric black and white line 2 
irawings by F. Kredel assist the allegory, which is for a special audience. (11/12) 
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Jackson, Joseph Henry Harcourt, Brace 
THE CHRISTMAS FLOWER $1.00 







The ideal plus sale item for this season's Christmas giving- that small book 
in exquisite format,- with a Christmas message. Fortunately, in this case it is more 
than that, for the Mexican legend of the origin of the poinsettia is(and will be for 
most people) @ new though timeless tale, of a priest who was breaking his heart over 
his people's clinging to ancient gods, and pleading for the miracle of one- only one- 
young convert. The lesson of the miracle he had given him has something for every 
reader. And the sensitive decorations by Tom Lea convey just the right touch of the 
devotional quality plus the decorative that the story demands. (10/25) 















Lehman, John- fd Harcourt, Brace 
BEST SHORT STORIES FROM WEW WRITING $3.50 





The English magazine Vew Writing has been the host to many now famous artists 
since its origin in 1936. Here is some of the best work that has appeared between its 
covers since its beginning, and among them Graham Greene, George Orwell, Christopher 
Isherwood, Rosamund Lehmann and Elizabeth Bowen need no American introduction. The 
stories here represent British contemporary literature at its best. Collectively they 
shift in scene from wartime London to Berlin, Burma, or a domestic drama in a small 
suburban apartment. Thematically they are concerned with the uneasy feelings of to- 
day- the hopelessness of future marriage with just a day for a sailor's leave, the 
petty inefficiencies of civil service information offices, the mounting tension during 
an uncontrollable air raid blaze. George Orwell's suspenseful and perceptive report- 
ing in Shooting an Elephant brings to a climax the weak-willed fear of a typical 
British colonial police officer;. Graham Greene writes skeptically and skillfully of 
the laziness of the officials in wartime Britain's government bureaus; Elizabeth 
Bowen's spare, suggestive economy of detail makes doubly touching her story of a 
Sailor on a day's leave and his girl who reverts in the unfulfilled present to mus- 
ing on a distant and lonely mythical city... The fine job of editing that has made 

the book into a singularly typical display of British work achieves a collection 

which is excellent for bedtime-spare time or yet more purposeful browsing. 


DEAD WEIGHT AND FAST FREIGHT 


November 23 
Miller, Wade Farrar, Straus & Young 
SHOOT TO KILL $2.50 
























Max Thursday takes on his toughest assignment when he tries to prove the in- 
nocence of Bliss Weaver, the new heart interest of his girl, Merle. A nymphomaniac, 
a stolen emerald bracelet, and a switch in corpses confuse the San Diego police, but 
Thursday upholds the primacy of the private eye to the end. For the Mickey Spillane 
set. 
December 6 


James, Robert Doubleday 
BOARD STIFF $2 .50 


The murder of Tony Alexander, an ugly drinker and a blackmailer as well, on 
a@ pleasure cruise, doesn't leave too much time for shuffleboard as the rest of the 
passengers devote their time to insinuation and investigation. Old acquaintances and 
animosities inspire a second attempt to kill, a marriage is broken up and another one 
is on its way before the criminal is caught...Jettison is the indication here. 
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December 27 
Bonnet, .John.& Emery Doubleday 
NOT IN THE SCRIPT $2.50 @ 


The accidental death alias murder of Lars Porsen, public personality and pri- 
vate heel, on location in Steeple Tottering (auld Albion) leaves as.a.single. suspect 
Paul, the art man in the film unit there. Hazel, a girl reporter on the .county.veekly 
covers for Paul while Professor Mandrake, a scientist, pursues his prospect with-pre- 
-ision until he finds an alternate candidate. There's a bright bounce to most of this. 


January 2 


Brandon, Curt Dutton 
BUGLE'S WAKE $2.50 


Colonel Hanna's daughter Susan is romantically reactivated by the sight of a 
new Lieutenant, Cam Elliot, breaks away from the protective shell of army life to become 
the woman of the wilderness Elliot wants. A successful foray against the Chief Black 
‘at of the Comanches matures them both, and makes them ready to settle down on Cam's 
‘attle ranch... Trusty dusty. 


Gault, William Campbell Dutton. 
DON'T CRY FOR ME $2.50 


The doubtful to dangerous affiliations of Pete Worden, at loose- very- ends after 
che war, when a fight at a roulette wheel later leads to a body in his bedroom. The insis- 
tence of a local racketeer- who offers him a job, the evasiveness of his girl, Ellen, the 
doublecross of his correct brother- John, provides some very shaky support for Pete but @ 
leads to his solution of the case. California complicated, but nothing to brood over. 





Gilbert, Michael Harper 
DEATH HAS DEEP ROOTS $3.00 


* A satisfying, workmanlike battle of legal eagles over a French woman's innocence 
in the murder of a British agent leads to action in France as young Rumbold explores past 
istory for his father's firm. A tie-in to smuggling, an angle on the Maquis, effects of 
rerman occupation are all part of a London Criminal Court trial that proves crime can be 
Logical, even after five years. A well-meshed blend of factual- fictional. 


Ericson, Walter Little, Brown 
FALLEN ANGEL $2 .50 


A man-hunt, but of an individual for his identity, this follows David Stillman 
when an amnesiac blackout drives him to find his relationship to the death (or murder) of 
Charles Calvin, something of an American national hero. All trace of his past has vanished, 
he is traeked by deadly hirelings and all trails lead to one Vincent - even by the petti- 
coat.trail. A private detective is killed in helping, David is a fast quarry in Central 
Park but bit by bit he completes his puzzle and calls it quits with his would be nemesis. 

In the suspense field, satisfactory. 


Queen, Ellery Little, Brown 
CALENDAR OF CRIME $2.75 : 





Presumably from the fllery Queen Mystery Magazine, gome effective episodes in 
which Ellery participates and officiates as he finds where George Washington buried a dime, 


balks an income tax return theft, attends a June wedding which is also a funeral, handles Tl 
some present day pirates, puts a stop to a dangerous party game, and intercepts two hoaxes 
of which he is the target. These, among others, combine to show this virtuoso at his best. 





D a 


aft 


November.1, 1951 Mysteries & Westerns -649- 
January 3 


Cumberland, Marten | Doubleday 
GRAVE CONSEQUENCES $2.50 


A gentle, middle-aged Parisian perfume manufacturer, who has collected anon- 
yma. and pseudonyma as well as a beautiful wife, is killed in the lobby of his apartment. 
Saturnin. Dax pursues suspects all around the arrondissements, before pulling in the man 
who. preferred. a youthful publication to be kept secret. A new motive, but the old 
epithet and expletive as before. 


Strange, John Stephen Doubleday 
DEADLY BELOVED $2.50 


Barney and Muriel Gantt, housekeeping in East 58th Street, NYC, cannot keep 
their attention away from two recent killings while their fellow tenants are more con- 
cerned with the behavior of their landlady and her new, fatuously adored husband, a 
dentist. Her death on a visit from home arouses no suspicions until her bank and a 
dog precipitate unexpected disclosures. A plausible build-up for an expected show- 
down - entirely acceptable. | 


J in j 
sii m.S.HI 


Vickers, Roy Lippineott- 
MURDER IN TWO FLATS $2.50 


The garrotting of a great industrialist, Lothbury, and the almost simultaneous 
murder of his former mistress who lives in the flat above, plunges Lothbury's secretary, 
associates and enemies into mutual accusation and suspicion. The Yard stepsin to 
break the case which is brisk though British. 


Dickson, Carter Morrow 
BEHIND THE CRIMSON BLIND $2.50 


* That paralyzing prestidigitator, Sir Henry Merivale is let loose in Tangier 
and kidnapped into the case of the Iron Chest or the ghost bloke burglar. Leering over 
the crystal ball, he calls a pretty hassle wrassle through the Kasbah and the police 
while chasing his invisible, elusive bank and jewel robber. Mulish as ever he un- 
hocusses the jiggery pokery in a fine frenzy. Roll out the barrel-shaped Old Man! 


January 9 


Siller, Van | Lippincott 
THE LAST RESORT $2 .50 


David Ashbury, after three years of romantic ladykilling in Bermuda, is able 
to make no headway with visiting American Carol, when his associations with two dead 
girls become the subject of gossip. It is his friend, Tony, volatile but wary, who — 
brings the trouble to a boil and clears David's name as well as his love affair. The 
unavoidable relationships of small island life background this brightly. 


ies 2 hl 2/3 


Powell, Richard Simon & Schuster 
A SHOT IN THE DARK. $2.50 


Johnny Edwards decides to play it by ear when Tony Mendoza, who had saved his 
. life in Manila, is killed in Havana when he refused to be smuggled out. Johnny joins 
the. Border Patrol, finds his scrappy heart interest is the sister of his superior, and 
learns the hard way when he tries on some solo prima donna acts. Acting stupid to draw 
fire, he is in on the kill of alien smuggling. Sharp dialog and smart action. 
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Dodge, David .  .Random. House 
TO CATCH A THIEF $2.50 


-e. it takes John Robie, who once operated as Le Chat, retired on the Riviera 
as an honest man, who then finds himself the target of the Surete when a skillful.second 
story man imitates his techniques, revives his reputation and his guilt. Protected by 
his coterie of ex-maquisards and thieves, distrustful of Francie whose mother is the next 
victim, Robie sustains a long vigil, catches his thief and evades the local law. Some 
agile, artful Dodgeing, and a softened approach which is becoming. 


Paul, Elliot q Random House 
THE BLACK GARDENIA | $2.50 


Homer Evans in a leisurely stroll through the encyclopedia (Hollywood through 
Java) as moving picture killings put his younger associate, Finke Maguire, ina no-outs 
spot. There's quite a tour of studios, sightseeing spots and cinema sins before Homer 
unleashes his full book of esoteric information to bare the involved past history.of the 
killer. Plushy and plummy for them as - . 


REPRINTS _ FOR DECEMBER 


BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Costain, Thomas B. - FOR MY GREAT FOLLY Gilbreath & Carey - CHEAPER BY THE DOZEY 
Davis, Dorothy S. - JUDAS CAT Henry, Will - §0 SURVIVORS 
Finlay, Lucille - GRANT OF LAND Maugham, WS. - WOMAN OF THE WORLD (Play) 


Miller, Arthur - DEATH OF A SALESMAN (Play) 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


Boone, Jack - BACKWOODS WOMAN Millar, Margaret - DO EVIL IN RETURN 
Dawson, Peter - RENEGADE CANYON Murray, Max - THE NEAT LEPLE CORPSE 
Klempner, John - LETTER TO FIVE WIVES O'Farrell, William - CAUSEWAY TO THE PAST 


Overholser, W.D. - DRAW OR DRAG 


GARDEN CITY PUBLISHING 


Permabooks (Each $.35) 


Jennings, John - LAND OF VENGEANCE Slaughter, Frank G. - DIVINE MISTRESS 
THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 
Yentor ($.95) - Conant, James B. - ON UNDERSTANDING SCIENCE 
Signet (Each $.25) 


Engstrand, Stuart - THE INVADERS Simenon, Georges - THE HEART OF A MAN 
Faulkner, William - SOLDIERS' PAY Spillane, Mickey - THE BIG KILL 


POCKETBOOKS (Each $.25) 
Carpenter, John J. - SIGNAL GUNS AT SUNUP Gardner, E.S.-THE CASE OF THE BACKWARD MULE 


Shatterton, Ruth - HOMEWARD BORNE Goodis, David - OF MISSING PERSONS 
Davis, H.L. - HONEY IN THE HORN Neville, Kargot - MURDER OF A NYMPH 
Duffy & Jennings - THE SAN QUENTIN STORY THE POCKET BIBLE 


Wolff, Perry - ATTACK 
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® MUST BOOK 
January 4 

Brooks, Van Wyck Dutton 

THE CONFIDENT YEARS $6.00 


This is the fifth and last volume in Van Wyck Brooks' well established series 
on the definition of the American tradition in letters. In both his expansiveness and 
his ability to phrase the literary quality of a work, an author or an age, in a few 
words, Brooks roams literary U.S.A. from 1885 to 1915, from San Francisco, through the 
south and the mid-west to New York, dipping slowly back and forth, going often to Eng- 
land and the Continent, to choose material which points to the philosophies of man, 
goodness and a better world to come, sometimes latent, sometimes exposed in the work 
of his country's writers. Wharton, O'Neill, Mencken, Jack London, Henry James, 
Dreiser, the reaction in criticism in 1910, the flair for socialism, are some of the 
natural elements of such a book. Brooks well lights his American study with examples 
from the past, the rest of the world and the future. The contrast between the black- 
ness of Melville and the whiteness of Whitman puts the despair of 1914 more clearly 
into focus- a time that developed into a more thorough unmasking of mankind by such 
as Veblen. But the faith, he maintains, of Jefferson and the hopes of Emerson were 
firmly borneand shine through to an emergence even beyond the near death of the Ameri- 
can "new man" before the first world war. The last chapter looks to the future and 
cites Hemingway's portrayal of the innate goodness of the unspoiled Basque peasant, 
Ezra Pound's essential though fascistic belief in a better world. Often inundating 
in the legion references and examples thrown at the reader, Brooks is slow pegging. 
But the comfortable flow and the comfortable bias make for comfortable reading, for 
his wide audience. 










Doubtful Duo 









The Literary Guild selection of Agnes De Mille'’s DANCE TO THE PIPER (Little, Brown) 
assures an audience we might never have suspected; Charles H. Andrews’ NO TIME FOR 
TEARS (Doubleday) is a moving dossier of a boy's recovery from infantile paralysis. 
See below for reports. : 











PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


December 3 














William Sloane 


Dupuy, Col. R. Ernest 
MEN OF WEST POINT $5.00 








Though misleadingly subtitled "The First 150 Years of the U.S. Military 
Academy", and not at all a history of the school in the highlands of the Hudson, this 
is an excellent review of the post-graduate achievements on field of battle, in Indian 
terrority outpost, in the improvement of communications and transportation of the 
Point's great grads. Here are the achievements of Gen. Dennis Hart Mahan--father of 
the great Admiral--whose teachings are still basic to the science of modern warfare; 
the West Pointers who labored to build the Cumberland Road; others who helped lay 
coast-to-coast telegraph and telephone communications; and the ones whose stories 
almost need no retelling--the giants of the Civil War, the Spanish-American War, and 
the two World Wars. Well written and well-worthy as an introduction to military 
history and biography. 
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December 26 


Lehrman, Hal William Sloane : 


ISRAEL: The Beginning and Tomorrow $3.75 


As a well known writer for the magazine Commentary, Lehrman has an awareness of 
the many sided Israel problem and of the need to establish a facsimile of democracy in 
Palestine. The first part of the book is a discussion of the present day social and eco- 
nomic set up of Israel and the problems therein. Parliament and parties, the judicial 
system, the melting pot characteristic, church versus state, education, the influence of 
foreign investments on the state's economy and the threatening advantage of "labor capi- 
talism"- the Histadrut, over private enterprise, are a few of the topics. Some of Lehr- 
man's emergent views are:- there is a task of westernizing to be done on the confused 
mixture of western ideas and innate eastern habits; there are shortcomings of religious 
orthodoxy of rigid Zionism as against the more liberal elements of Ben Gurion's Mapai 
party; conditions tend to turn the real necessity of Israel into bread rather than a 
solving of political ideology; much of the salvation of Israel lies in the amount and 
manipulation of foreign investment. The Histadrut, socialist elements of the Mapai, 
red tape and productivity controls, not to mention the Arabs who decry Russian influ- 
enced elements yet promote them by stopping up investment and productivity, are all a 
long drag on the needed development of private enterprise. It has both the far left, 
the far right and the frightened, angry Arabs to deal with. Following are some sketches 
and impressions dealing with every day life and at the last, an appraisal of the U.S. 
point of view and the ultimate clash between bonds and philanthropy as methods of 
financing Israel. An interesting, fast moving and well informed study. 


December 27 
Doubleday 
NO TIME FOR TEARS $2.00 @ 


* A direct and moving account of one family's fight to save their child which 
has been written- with other parents in mind- to obviate against the paralysis of fear 
is well as the paralysis of the body which has become synonomous with poliomyelitis. 
And there's drama as well as the fervor of faith in the story of the Andersons’ never- 
say-die vigil at the bedside of their boy, Chuck, 10, who was stricken with bulbar 
polio and whose doctor didn't give him a chance in a thousand. From the initial 
tracheotomy which was performed, to the iron lung and the importation of a new device- 
1 positive pressure system without which he would not have lived, this follows the day 
by day wait from condition unchanged to condition altered, the assurance of the Ander- 
; sons in spite of the setbacks which were forecast- and which occurred, the long con- 
valescence and the many weeks of confinement in the iron lung, the later therapy and 
the determined nurse who would not accept the verdict of a useless arm and a crippled 
spine, and finally the return home The attitude of these parents, who would not allow 
self-pity or special privilege to further cripple their boy, and of the boy- a wonder- 
ful youngster-, gives this its emotional impetus as well as inspiration. There will be 
1 foreword by Eleanor Roosevelt and an introduction by Governor Earl Warren- and the 

ook should have something of the audience of John Gunther's Death Be Not Proud 


December f? 2/7 


Tilman, H.W. Cambridge University Press 
How CHINA TO CHITRAL $4.75 

A story of travel into China's mysterious inner massif where mountains rival 
Sverest's heighth and the native tribesmen still have a time-suspended life unchanged 
since Genghis Khan's Golden Horde swept the civilized world. Tilman, a young English- 
man, started out from Shanghai, took some easy stages by plane, then descended to earth 
ind oxcart, then truck, to cross the deep interior into Sinkiang or Chinese Turkestan- @ 
he long, fabulous back of the beyond that lies north of the Himalayas. There he obser- 
ed curiously costumed tribesmen, Turkish-bazaar towns, curly-roofed houses designed to 
<eep devils out, and he achieved the ascent of some of the world's highest- and roughest- 
nountains This hasn't a magic text to speed it along, but some maps, along with 69 
photographs, will attract the travelogue fancier. 


Andrews, Charles H. 
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Ernst, Morris L. & Harper 
® Loth, David FOR BETTER OR WORSE $3 .00 


A projection of the for worse which may follow the broken marriage, this is 
an admonitory analysis of the world of divorce, based on a survey of Reno-vated lives 
and on the premise that many marriages could have been and should have been saved. 
Here are the postdivorce patterns most commonly experienced; the loneliness, defeat, 
frustration which many undergo; the problem of sex both in marriage and outside of 
it; money- the source of most squabbling; children, the most important consideration; 
the jealousy, regret and recriminations to which many are prone; and the recommenda- 
tions for the revision of our divorce laws (and the violations they encourage) and 
the establishment for some sort of court advisory system which may often save the 
marriage which is to be dissolved.... The many case histories here, on which the 
evidence is established, give this a clinical-confessional fascination, as well as 
the fellowship of mutual experience, for an audience involved in this problem. 


Hunt, Paul and Underwood, Charlotte Harper 
EIGHT YBADS OF CALICO $2.50 
YARDS 


With the rising interest, this handy guide to square dancing ought to reach 
a considerable audience. Complete with dance descriptions, historical notes, guiding 
illustrations and quite a bit of local color, anyone who wants to discover more about 
square dancing than he or she can from actual experience will. find Hunt and Under- 
wood's expose quite helpful. Descriptions of basic techniques: include such as the 
“grand right and left", "the swing", "the promenade”- the book itself being divided 
into programs with new steps and calls introduced in each session. "Captain Jinks", 
r "Buffalo Gal", "Vive l'Amour" are of course a few of the representative dances from 
Maine and Massachusetts to Texas and California. With the dance a traditionally 
hard subject to write about, these authors have done a lively job on a lively enter- 
tainment. Appendixed with a convenient guide to appropriate record albums. 


Neider, Charles-/,. Harper 
GREAT SHIPWRECKS AND CASTAWAYS $3.50 


For the older reader who fondly remembers Robinson Crusoe and The Swiss 
Family Robinson, ag well as the youngster first experiencing the delight of discover- 
ing Friday's footsteps, here is a miscellany of historic shipwrecks and island exiles 
that covers a good three centuries of these marine mishaps. Dating from 1540 to 1809, 
they all feature more rigors and fewer idyllic interludes than their fictional counter- 
parts, and should therefore prove the more satisfying for armchair-bound adventurers. 
Though none of the stories involves famous wrecks, this should be no detriment to 
their interest. 


Peterson, Florence Harper 
AMERICAN LABOR UNIONS $3.50 


This is a revised edition of a fine study that first appeared in 1945. Miss 
Peterson, who is professor of social economy at Bryn Mawr, outlines the history of 
modern unions from medieval guilds through the secret organizations of post-Civil War 
days, the I.W.W.'s, and the early days of the A.F.L. She describes the structure and 
internal government of modern unions--on the national level as well as regional and 
local unions and branches; membership rules and finances--qualifications, dues, records, 
} etc. And in the concluding section, she deals with beneficial and education activities 
of the unions, collective bargaining, strikes, and the foreign relations of American 
unions. A clear and coordinatec sicture of one of the most important aspects of 
modern economic life. 
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Prochnow, Herbert V. Harper 
1001 WAYS TO IMRPOVE YOUR CONVERSATIONS AND SPEECHES 


3.95 © 
Not with all the charm of Scheherazade and based on the fallacy that the best 

man is the best speaker, here is a book that is more or less what its title says it is. 

As in the last analysis, all “reasons" for learning how to speak well are without founda- 

ion, the being of this book is based on such quips as "Anyone can win unless there hap- 

pens to be a second entry" (George Ade); "The secret of tiring is to say everything that 

can be said on a subject" (Voltaire); etc. But in spite of such shallowmess the author 

does, through such mechanisms as lists of errors, literary quotations, vocabulary, tech- 


nicalities of speech planning, and such conversational do's (sympathize with the other's 
viewpoint) and don'ts (never gossip) manage to say a few obvious truths. 


The real reason 
ehind intelligent talk, education, the author leaves to a two-page last chapter followed 
by the St. John's Ccllege list of 100 Great Books 


Wieting, C. Maurice 


Harper 
THE PROGRESS OF COOPERATIVES $3.00 
A dull treatment of the subject at hand on any account, this is more a book 
ibout ways to teach the structure and value of cooperatives in grade and high schools 
than a treatise on the progress of cooperatives. The first section does deal with the 
zrowth, varieties and principles of cooperatives both in America and abroad, but the 
material presented is in the nature of unadorned, uninteresting and uninterpreted ob- 
servation. 


In appraisal, the author says that most economists endorse the soundness 
f cooperatives as part of our private enterprise system. The second section is a 


‘epetitious statement of how closely cooperatives work with schools, and vice versa, 


and the third illustrates what is being done today- for example, the Skokie School in © 
Winnetka where a small scale cooperative has been established. Limited. 


January 3 
Carr, Charles C. 


Rinehart 
ALCOA, AN AMERICAN ENTERPRISE $3.50 
Alcoa is the industrial abbreviation for the Aluminum Corporation of America, 
ind this is the story of man's discovery and use of what is perhaps the most important 
of all metals to the modern world. It was as recently as 1886 that Charles Hall, an 
American, and Sainte-Claire Deville, a French scientist, discovered the practical, cheap 
process for making aluminum. Patenting his process, Hall took it, and himself, to the 
Cowles Electric Smelting & Aluminum Co. Later the Pittsburgh Production Co. took over, 
grew into the giant Aloca. Early patent problems, anti-trust litigation, constant 


laboratory testing and improvement round out the story, make it of value to the inter- 
ested adult, the budding high-school industrial scientist. Illustrated. 


January 7% 
Gide, Andre 


Knopf 
MY THEATRE: 


$4.00 
Gide's theatre, according to the essay, written in 1904 and printed at the end 

of the five plays in this volume, is based on the principle that art dies in freedom. It 
needs friction on which to grow. In operation, the poet takes certain figures, historical 
mes as Gide has done in these plays, and does with them as he pleases in order to portray e 
the world he sees. 


He has against him of course, the actor's portrayal of the character 
nd the philosophy or set of morals upon which the society of the audience and the play 
is based. 


These are a few of the problems Gide states in his call for a renewal of drama- 


Five Plays and an Essay 


tic art- to disengage it from the "mantle of custom" and in creating new heroes and hero- 
ism, to widen the gap between player and audience and keep drama from the morass of the 
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merely episodic. The plays, except for the last one, Persephone (1933) were all writ- 
ten between 1896 and 1904. The others are titled Saul, Bathsheba. Philoctetes,and 
King Candaules, and they are some measure of the criteria Gide has set forth in his 
essay. Saul, as a bitter and emotionally insecure old man, burns with the flames of 
his own inadequacies and his distrust of mankind. He at once wants to know the future 
and is afraid of the sorcerers who can help him find it. Dramatic irony is built up 
in the situation whereby Saul is soothed by David, his real threat to power. Philo- 
ctetes, an old man cast off on an island by Ulysses during one of his voyages, has 

the bow of Hercules which Ulysses sends a protegee, Neoptolemus, to obtain by trickery. 
Unable to deceive, young Neoptolemus confesses to Philoctetes only to be chastized 

for trying to gain true virtue (the sense of which Philoctetes has already won) too 
quickly. Full of countless further problems characteristic of Gide's writing and 
philosophy, these plays are interesting samples of his earlier works and should be 

in demand for all readers of French literature in translation. 


January 7 


Straus, Nathan Knopf 
TWO-THIRDS OF A NATION: A Housing Program for America $4 .00 


The remark that the U.S. government today is committed not merely to clear- 
ance but to the achievement of a comfortable home for every family falls on receptive 
ears. Firmly convinced that the government must renew at all costs and in spite of 
all socialism condemning lobbies, the ideals established with the Federal Housing Act 
of 1934, Nathan Straus, economist and professor at the City College of New York and 
Columbia, has written about America's housing and city planning problems from the 
view point of the present. He discusses costs- the logical ones and the cutting 
points such as stupid local building codes; the problems of prefabrication and the 
extent to which we must develop technically before it can really be effectively 
lasting; the plight of the vast middle income group; urban redevelopment and so 
forth. He urges cooperative housing and long range programs of low cost government 
loans to builders. He condemns the ruinous lobbying of local vested interests such 
as the Chamber of Commerce and the National Association of Real Estate Boards. Be- 
sides the chapters by Straus there are others on the British housing policies, by 
Eric L. Bird; local applications of the housing act of 1949 by Lee F. Johnson; 
housing and segregation by Charles Abrams; the role of the states by Chester Bowles. 
A new-dealer but not a socialist, Mr. Straus laments this one large misnomer that 
seems for him to be the real housing problem. Needed more than anything else is 
the understanding of what is needed. The work is appendixed by rent and land value 
charts and in spite of the author's free and easy way of appropriating all funds 
theoretically necessary- it seems a fairly good guide to the overhead problem. 


January ys /- y 
Monaghan, Jay | Little, Brown 
THE GREAT RASCAL $4.50 


Not one of the most respectable figures of the American scene, but certainly 
a lively, sensational, compelling personality - Edward Zane Carroll Judson is here 
proved to be more than Ned Buntline whose fame rested on the dime novels with which 
he flooded his country. He fled early from his home, learned the hard lessons of the 
sea, became a magical marksman, fought in the Seminole War and after trying the high- 
er forms of writing, in struggling magazines, began his success in cheap literature. 
He was also a crusader - who sometimes did not practice what he preached, notably 
temperance;- he was a fiery mover of the Know-Nothing party; he discovered and pro- 
moted Buffalo Bill; he was saved from a lynching when the rope broke; he ran a scan- 
dal sheet and instigated riots and served his time in jail; he had wives - with and 
without marriage - and resulting family trouble and notoriety; and he wound up his 
spectacular life a leading citizen of Stamford, N.Y., where even his funeral was melo- 
dramatic. Cocky, flamboyant, adventurous - here is an almost incredible American 
“original” little known to today's reading public. Perhaps not deathless - but 

definitely breathless. ’ 











November 1, 1951 


-656- Non-fiction 
January 9 
Bundesen, Herman N. Lippincott 
TOWARD MANHOOD $2.95 


Report repeated from p. 549 of the 9/15 Bulletin as follows: "Some plain spoken, 
sensibly based advice about sex, in an attempt to deflect information away from the street 
corner and into the home, and to provide some balanced moral guidance along with physiolo- 


gical fact. This covers the fundamentals of reproduction- in the male and female; the 
prickly phase of adolescence; some misconceptions about masturbation, etc; boy-girl re- 
lationships and the necessary controls, the possible results of incontinence and the 
perils of petting; venereal disease; and sexual excess and deviations. Bundesen, the 
former Health Commissioner of Chicago and newspaper columnist, writes- but not down- for 


1 younger audience. 
January 14 
Little, Brown-A.M.P. 


De Mille, Agnes 
DANCE TO THE PIPER $3.50 


(Report repeated from P. 476, August 15th bulletin, when scheduled for earlier 


publication before its selection by the Literary Guild as its February choice, as follows:) 


"A stage personality, in the field of modern ballet, Agnes De Mille writes at somewhat 
tedious length and detail of her tortuous rise to fame. Modern dance was in a tenuous 


position twenty years ago. Martha Graham, Katherine Dunham, a host of experimenters out- 


side the realm of the Russian Ballet were making slow headway. Not until 1943 did Agnes 
De Mille achieve her first great success, with the composer Aaron Copland and Kodeo. 

She had a sizable backlog of failure, hard work, money borrowing, family troubles and 
her own emotional problems (of which she talks drearily at great length). But the per- 
sonal drive behind her work was tremendous. Enhanced with traditional ballet as well as 
the modern school, she was associated with both, but she made her success in her own 
style of American modern. She writes with verve about all three schools, describes per- 
-eptively the inseparableness of dancer and dancing, the agonies of work and exhaustion, 
the personality of the true ballerina who must be cut off from the norm of social and 
sexual life. Unlike Ethel Waters' book, this lacks vigor and warmth. The good pass- 
ages on dancing, on a few personalities, are scattered. The text in the main is a 
catalogue of events and people, the kind of detail collecting that only people in the 
public eye can get away with. This primarily for the balletomane. Illustrated with 


photographs." 
January ?7 


Gambs, John S. Columbia University Press 
MAN, MONEY AND GOODS $ 22 


In a healthy, man-centered philosophical atmosphere Gambs has written a read- 
ible, for-the-layman survey of economic theory and practice from Ricardo to Keynes, from 
gold standard to bust. The author's method, couched in plain, sometimes humorous lang- 
uage, has been to proceed from some representative definitions of economics through ex- 
planations and criticism (on grounds of technique rather than ethics) of standard and 
dissident economic theory and on to economic practices- capitalism, money, pricing, 
taxing and so forth- as viewed in and of themselves as well as through their theoretical 
interpretations. As theorists go, Gambs is primarily concerned with Marx and Veblen. 
The former he dubs teleological and too preconceived for the improvements of science, 

ind the latter a remorseful indictment of man's personal shortcomings. Gambs, though, 
sides with Veblen and in today's lack of satisfactory doctrine or systems that allow for 
oth technical development and individual freedom, cites the modern economist's need for 
new ikons of belief and a new study of the individual. The author's biases of free 
thought and democratic action appear only momentarily, as the book is more a discussion 
of current, economic trends. Although hardly usable as a basic text for introductions to 
the field because of its essentially too light touch, certain -chapters would be of value 
as reference and the simplicity of apprach renders it excellent for the interested lay. 
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Galbraith, John Kenneth (|. o. ) wu Aute! SS Houghton, Mifflin _ 
COUNTERVAELING POWER $2-75 3 


A re-examination of current economic stresses and strains, this cuts away 
the deadwood of obsolete economic theories, presents the picture in the light of modern 
developments. Instead of the psychosis of depression, induced by the belief that pri- 
vate American Capitalism is unstable, that competition has withered to impotence, and 
that we all walk on the bridge of socialism that leads to the police state, Mr. Gal- 
braith presents the theory of "countervailing power"- strong buyers against weak 
sellers, labor unions against great corporations, etc. etc. An important new theory 
that is a clear and perhaps possible explanation of the modern capitalistic system, 
for the professional economist rather than the layman who will find it difficult read- 
ing. | A ae | 

Ripley, Dillon te seanch Po 1h prey |S bblen Houghton, Mifflin 4 

A-NAPURALISE-IN-NEPAL | / 7° $3x0e 443250 41 — 


Ornithology, with the human touch, in the remote and inaccessible - and beau- 
tiful - kingdom, by an expert who makes .bird hunting and its concomitants sometimes 
breathless and generally exciting. The troubles and irritations of getting permission, 
the incentive to bring up to date the early studies of Brian Hodgson in the young 19th 
century, the challenge of arousing local interest in the Rana family to get beyond the 
Katmundu Valley, the professional drive for further research along modern lines - all 
this sent the author and his fellow workers into almost virgin territory. And be- 
sides faraway places and strange sounding names and little known birds there are bits 
about elephants (not your favorite bedfellow), scenic eye openers, transportation and 
travel hazards, labor trouble - and always the lure of the hoped-for, and/or unex- 
pected in feathered families. Along with the netting, shooting and photographing of 
birds are portraits of Maharajahs, coolies, Nepalese householders (also trains); ex- 
pedition know (and learn) how, patience (and more patience), clothing and food; and 
the additional chores of small mammal collecting. Quite a natural history dish which 
gives more bounce to the ounce of its ornithological weight. 


Taylor, Gordon Rattray Houghton, Mifflin 
' 


ARE WORKERS HUMAN? 22 $3.50 


Yes, workers are human and here is a keen analysis of the thoughts and enmo- 
tions of people at work. It is full of good common sense counsel on how to deal with 
workers to get the best out of them. It is not so much a book on efficiency, but the 
way to achieve satisfaction for the worker as well as the employer. Although most of 
the examples are from experiences in English factories, since the author is an English- 
man, many are from the United States and he has caught the feeling and attitudes of 
workers in a democratic state whether it be socialist or capitalist. He discusses 
leadership, the individual, the group, morale, strikes, the place of the worker in 
society, the psychological forces linking employee and employer, management. A prac- 
tical, profitable demonstration of personnel problems for those concerned.., . 


Random House 


Malleson, Joan 
ANY WIFE OR ANY HUSBAND 1} iy $2.50 
An assuring approach to sexual disorders- in marriage- their origins and the 

disturbances they may cause, which is directed toward those who have met with difficul- 
ties as well as doctors, marriage counsellors, etc. Dr. Malleson, an Englishwoman, 
writes about psychiatric disproportion but believes that most conditions have a ner- 

ous- or emotional- origin in childhood. Touching upon the attitudes of parent ver- 
sus child, the range of sexual capacity, she goes on to outline the common disorders 
and deviations in men and women, the adaptations which can be made and the types of 
therapy which can help.... The point of view here, which does not confine the success 
of the marital relationship to the possible limitations of the physical phase, should 
be of appreciable value to those for whom the book is intended. 
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Gruenberg, Sidonie Matsner- /d Viking 
OUR CHILDREN TODAY $3.95 @ 





A symposium of articles which were prepared and published under the auspices 
of the Child Study Association authored by such authorities as Anna Freud, Arnold Gesell, 
Milton Senn, Dorothy Canfield Fisher, David Levy, Leona Baumgartner, etc. The articles 
combine to provide an overall orientation for the parent on the changing patterns of 
family living; the statistics of rising birth rates and incomes; the hereditary factors; 
the patterns of growth; the functions- and dangers- of the nursery school as education 
is extended downward; the meaning of discipline and the misuse of permissiveness; ag- 
gressive impulses, hostilities, and prejudice; preadolescence and adolescence; sex edu- 
‘ation, and education in the schools; the entertainment media and their place in the 
world of today; the role of religion, and the function of the home....A coalition and 
orrelation of contemporary theory about children through the progressive phases of 
development, this should find its audience among parents and teachers alike and offers 


onstructive guidance. 





— peace 
! 1 ASL G@* 


RAM 


Viking 


Leyda, Jan- fd “ 
THE PORTABLE MELVILLE $2.50 
As with the earlier Portable Wolfe, the confines of the volume do not permit 
large excerpts from the works of an author of expansive size. And as in the earlier 
‘ase, the author of the present book has wisely stuck to a presentation of excerpts 
vyhich most nearly parallel Melville's life and experiences. Instead of amorphous 
ieces from the novels, two of them are included in their complete version- /ytee and 
‘lly Budd, there is also a chronological arrangement of letters, short stories re- 
printed in whole or in part, poems, and the three most easily extractable excerpts from 
he larger works- The Sermon from Moby Dick. the vivid sketches of Franklin and John 
aul Jones from /srael Potter and the original, short-story form of Billy Budd. Up to 


par with the earlier portables. 





THREE LATECOMERS 


Smiley, Nixon Farrar, Straus & Young 
SUBTROPICAL GARDENING $4.00 


An excellent introduction for newcomers to south Florida and for the novice 
is well as the experienced gardener covers not only the native material but also the 
ried and proved introduced plantings. The importance of weather conditons, sources 
for supplies, the problems of design, and the questions of shade and flowering trees, 
shrubbery, tropical foliage plants, flowering climbers, lawns, native tropical plants, 
innuals, flowering plant bulbs, - all have separate chapters with detailed information 
ind lists; further chapters deal with palms, orchids, ornamental tropical fruits, 
itrus, avocados, the Indian mango, papaya, gardenias, roses, hibiscus; there is also 
idvice on seaside gardens, vegetables, soil and fertilizer, pruning, insect pests and 
rost. With a warning to give up temperate zone thinking and prepare for all year 
round gardening, this should be a valuable horticultural guide for its region. (11/23) 
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Leyda, Jan- fd. Harcourt, Brace 
THE MELVILLE LOG: $12.50 
A Documentary Life of Herman Melville 






















* For the whole-hearted enthusiast of the great American writer who has more 
likely been confused than enlightened by the reams of interpretative biographies and 
studies which of late years have dotted publishers' lists, here is a two-volumed gold 
mine of factual source material. Mr. Leyda has conducted a one-man attack on libraries, 
archives and private collections and comes up with just about all extant documentary 
material pertaining to Melville's life. Chronologieally arranged, here are excerpts 
from various diaries of the Melville-Shaw-Gansevoort families, contemporaries' criti- 
cisms of the books and short stories, bills of deed and sale,letters, etc. Not com- 
plete--nor will it ever be, for the pall of burned letters, etc. hangs heavy over 
certain of the more obscure periods of Melville's life--this is still the best, most 
complete collection of documentary evidence on Melville's life to be published to 
date. Boxed, illustrated with plates and cuts and with a listing of sources. (11/8) 


Life, The Editors of Simon & Schuster 
LIFE'S PICTURE HISTORY OF WESTERN MAN $10.00 


Life magazine's stunning condensation of our culture in pictures which cap- 
ture the artistic achievements of each age and in an accompanying text which parallels 
the focus and expanding vision of progressive phases from the middle ages on. This 
in their words, is "a spiritual biography of Western man, recording in terms of his 
own genius what he thought and felt and did about himself in the world around him”. 
And from the sequestration of the monastery and church, to the salons and coffee 
houses of later centures, the intellectual impulse of the times is caught- as it 
found expression not only in architecture and sculpture and painting and writing, 

Se} but in travel and exploration, battle and revolution, science and political thought 
and religion. Some 300 illustrations in color and black and white combine to make 
this a visually luxurious lesson in western civilization. (Publ.) 










PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES. IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 











367 Brooks, Richard- THE PRODUCER- price from $3.00 to $3.50 (Simon & Schuster) 

409 ©Featheringill, E.S.- PRIMER FOR PREGNANCY- definite date 11/6 (Simon & Schuster 

503 Stone, H.-THE MURDER THAT WOULDN'T STAY SOLVED- from 11/4 to 11/9 (Simon & 
Schuster 

525 Coughlin, R.- THE WINE OF GENIUS- price from $2.75 to $2.50 (Harper) 

525 Morris, Lloyd- INCREDIBLE NEW YORK- from 11/12 to 11/21 (Random House) 

549 Bundesen, H.N.- TOWARD MANHOOD- from 11/7 to 1/9/52 (Lippincott) 

549 Hartley, P.- HOW TO BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME WITH COLOR- from 11/8 to 11/12 — 
Hill 

552 O'Brien, R.- CALIFORNIA CALLED THEM- price from $3.75 to $4.00 (McGraw-Hill) 

558 Jensen, Paul- £d.- THE FIRESIDE BOOK OF FLYING STORIES- from 11/7? to 12/14 

(Simon & Schuster) 


596 Devoe, A.- THIS FASCINATING ANIMAL WORLD- price from $4.00 to $3.75 a. 
Hill 

603 Crowell, Pers- CAVALCADE OF AMERICAN HORSES- from 11/19 to 12/3 (McGraw-Hill) 
603 Weissberg, Alexander- THE ACCUSED- from 11/?? to 12/28. Price from $5.00 to 
$4.00. Please note correct author's name. (Simon & Schuster) 
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Raymond, M., 0.C.S.0. Bruce 
GOD GOES TO MURDERER'S ROW $3.00 

q 

Tom Penney, a man with a bad criminal record, was involved in a robbery and @ -. 


murder at Lexington, Kentucky, was apprehended, tried and convicted along with two ac- 
complices, and executed. But soon after his conviction Tom Penney came under the in- 

fluence of Roman Catholic priests and sisters and was converted to the Catholic faith. 
This book is the record of his spiritual struggles and of the achievement by him of a 

triumphant faith during the fourteen months in murderer's row. It is also a record of 
the unremitting and self sacrificing effort of his Catholic advisers to save the soul 

of this self-confessed murderer. The unsuccessful effort of Penney to convert his ac- 
complice in crime adds drama to the story. The power of religion radically to trans- 

Porm personality is here given vivid documentation. (11/13) 


Heard, Gerald Harper 
THE BLACK FOX $3.00 


The sub-title of this book, "A Novel of the Supernatural" is somewhat mislead- 
ing. For this well-written novel deals not so much with religious values as with psych- 
logical laws which are given an eerie twist by association with Arabian sorcery border- 
ing on witch-craft. The scene is laid in a cathedral close in the seventies and the 
rincipal characters are clerics who become embroiled in ecclesiastical politics and 
sonsumed by jealousy, suspicion and hatred. Quite aside from the mumbo-jumbo of Arabian 
sorcery, the character studies are brilliantly drawn so as to show the devastating power 
hatred upon the human personality. To be classified as fiction - perhaps among the 
aystery titles rather than among religious books. (Reported in Fiction P.453) (Publ.) 

Tittle, Ernest Fremont Harper 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE $3.75 ®& 

At the time of his death, the popular Methodist preacher of Evanston, Illinois, 
was about to complete this commentary on Luke. It is now published posthumously, to 
round out the rich contribution made to the Christian cause by Dr. Tittle. It is an 
exposition, verse by verse, of the text of the Gospel, with the aim not only of giving 
the meaning of the text but its application to life today. In this book, as in all of 
his preaching and writing, Dr. Tittle reveals a warm Christian faith and a vital con- 
cern for social and humanitarian causes. Ministers especially will welcome this book 
for its homilectic value. (Publ.) 


Sherley-Price, Leo Philosophical Library 
CONFUCIUS AND CHRIST $4.75 





The author of this Christian estimate of Confucius is at present a Chaplain 
in the Royal Navy. However, his residence in China over a period of years awakened in 
im a profound interest in Chinese culture which led him to a study of the fountain- 
ead of that culture, Confucius. His purpose in this volume is to give an objective 
hescription of the teachings of Confucius and then to point out the inadequacies of 2 

humanistic philosophy of which that of Confucius is the prototype. In the light of 
ban's desperate needs, only the Christian faith in the revelation of God through Christ 
yill give to the Chinese and to us the wisdom and power to perceive the truth and to 
ive in its light. This is a well written book for the general reader interested in 
mnderstanding the backgrounds of Chinese culture in the light of recent developments. 
pecialists in comparative religion and in Chinese problems can turn to other more 


omprehensive works. (12/12) ® 





